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COMMANDANT’S CORNER:

I am proud to announce that we have finally decided on a name for our newsletter. Hence forth it shall be known as the " Devil Dawg Monthly". Once again I would like to thank Debra Steele, with help from her husband Jay, for taking on this task.

 

I want to welcome on board our three new members Roger Dunn, Larry McCavley & Robert Lehman. I also want to remind everyone to please keep on recruiting. We all know Marines who are not on board yet, lets convince them to join us.

 

At our next meeting, April 7th, we will be electing the officers that you want to lead this detachment for the next year. It is still not to late to nominate someone for office. There will be one more chance at the meeting just prior to the elections. So if you have a choice that you do not see on the ballot be there to make it known.

 

There will be a special meeting held on Sunday May 3, 2009 at 1400 (2:00PM) to install the newly elected officers. The National Senior Vice Commandant will be the installing officer and there will be several of the Department of Florida staff on hand. The installation will be followed with a light lunch. This is a time to show off our Detachment and I would hope that all of you plan to attend. Guest are welcome.  

 

The Young Marine program is moving along although not as fast as we would like it to. There are several active duty Marines as well as some of our detachment members that have committed to helping out. The last thing that needs to be settled is a place for the unit to meet and do its training. If you have any idea's please let Cpl. Mike Sherman or myself know.

 

Please don't forget our car wash on Saturday March 28th. The place is the American Legion Post on Hwy 301 in Riverview. The time is 1000 - 1400.

 

We are planning to do a Rose program (read sale) on April 4th. The call will be going out for volunteers. If you want to help out please let Bob Gramprie know at 813-714-2844. Please do not call before 1000 (10:00AM). Bob is old and he likes to sleep late.

 

Field of Honor is April 11th. Our Color Guard, Firing Detail and Bugler will be needed.

 

The poker run is coming. Sept. 27th 2009. More details to follow.

 

As I end I would like to once again remind everyone that this is your detachment not mine and we can only be as good as you want us to be.

 

Semper Fi Marines

Jack Skelding

Commandant

Email: If you received this by regular mail and have an email address, please contact me via email so we may add you to the list.  

Debthecandlegal@tampabay.rr.com
[image: image1.wmf] We need your ideas. If there is other information you would like to see posted or certain topics you would like us to discuss, please let me know
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Pictured left to right. Marine Tony Donofrio and Detachment Commandant Jack Skelding

****Tony Donofrio of the Riverview Detachment, Marine Corps League was honored at a ceremony held at the Armed Forces Military Museum in Largo commemorating the raising of the flag on Mount Suribachi during the battle for Iwo Jima in 1942. Tony is a veteran of that battle.

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

*Contact Willie Little for visits to the VA Hospital to show our support for our fellow soldiers.

*Poker Run Update: Registration will be at the Harley Davidson in Brandon starting at 0900 on September 19, 2009.  More details to follow.  If you have any ideas for sponsors, please let us know.  

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT COMMENTS:

Lots of things going on this month and next. The Ladies Auxiliary is having a Ham dinner on March 28th at the Legion in Riverview. The dinner consists of Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Baked Beans, Salad, Roll and Dessert. It cost $6.00 and we have To Go orders available. We are serving from 4 pm till the food runs out. It is open to the public. All proceeds from this dinner will go to Marine Lance Cpl J T Doody.

There is also a Spaghetti dinner in his honor at the VFW in Riverview on April 18th from 3:30 to 7:30 pm. Cost is $6.00 and the MCLA will be there helping out. Please try to make it. All the proceeds will go to J T.

We held nominations for our officers for 2009-2010 in March. Our election of Officers will be held at our April meeting which will be on April 7th at 7:30 pm at the VFW. 

MCL/MCLA Spring Conference is being held in Kissimmee from 3/19-3/22. If you have never attended one of these you should try to. They are very informative and a lot of fun.

I will be stepping down as Unit President this year. I have served for 2 years and have enjoyed every minute. We have accomplished so much in those 2 years and we have so much more we need to do.  It’s lots of work but very fulfilling. I have great officers and members who are always there to help out.

If you have any questions about anything, please give me a call at 813-672-1778 or 813-748-7233

Pat Skelding

New Members:

Roger Dunn,

Larry McCavley 

Robert Lehman

Ill Members

Dennis Antle 

Debra Steele’s son Keith

YARD SALE:

Need donations to keep this going.  Contact Jack or Ken for further details. This has been a moneymaker for the league.

CAR WASH

Come out and join us on the last Saturday of every month.  

. 
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YOUNG MARINES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  - - We need to step up for this cause 

Please see notes in Commandant’s Corner section for updates.

MILITARY NEWS 

– 

AAFES 20K Fuel Contest
The Army & Air Force Exchange Service and ConAgra Foods, Inc. are giving away $20,000 in free fuel through March 19, 2009. Entry forms for AAFES' ConAgra Foods, Inc. sweepstakes are available at BXs and PXs worldwide. Prizes include 150 $100 AAFES gift cards, as well as five $500 exchange gift cards to be awarded as "grand prizes." Prizes will be awarded on or about April 16, 2009. This contest is open to all authorized exchange shoppers. Shoppers can find the PX/BX nearest them by logging on to the "store locator" link at the AAFES website.


2009 Stimulus Package: What's In It For You, and When

Retirees, veterans and the disabled
One-time payment of $250: Because the payroll tax credit only goes to employees and the self-employed, the bill adds something for others as well: a one-time payment of $250 to recipients of Social Security benefits, Railroad Retirement benefits, Supplemental Security Income payments, and pension and disability benefits from the Veterans Administration.

Government retirees who don’t get Social Security will also get a one-time refundable tax credit of $250 in 2009.


MARINE TIDBITS:

During the early years of World War II, the young son of a naval officer always closed his bedside prayers with: "AND GOD BLESS ALL THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND MARINES. AMEN." In December 1943 his mother noted he had dropped the Marines from his prayer. She inquired as to the reason. The youngster replied, "AFTER TARAWA THE MARINES CAN TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES.".
 

Semper Fi. . .Sid

INITIATIVES FROM LAST MEETING:

Voted On:

$500 scholarship to a selected East Bay High School student.  This is a budgeted item.- Approved.

The Veterans Council voted to contribute $500 for a table at the Collition Forces meeting.  We approved a $50 to  support them
A $200 donation to Lance  Cpl Doody - Approved
Discussion:- 

Nomination of officers:
Commandant- Jack Skelding

Sr Vice- Dennis Antle,Willie Little
Jr  Vice-Ken Zolna
Judge Advocate- Sid Atwater
Rose Fund: The paperwork is almost completed.  The dates selected are 4-4-9 for Publix, Riverview, Publix, Brandon and Lowes, Riverview. Also 9-5-9 for Sams, and the same two Publix

 

Thanks:

* Award certificates were given for meritorious service.
. Visit our Website at www.mclriverview.org
HERO OF THE MONTH

LT.GEN SMEDELY D. BUTLER
Only two Marines, one officer and one enlistedman, have been awarded American’s highest award, the Medal of Honor (MOH). LtGen Smedley Darlington Butler and Sergeant Major Dan Daly are, of course, the two Marines. Let’s look a bit closer at how Smedely D. Butler earned his two Medals.


The first was awarded for his action at Vera Cruz, Mexico in April of 1914. The United States was punishing Mexico as a result of heightened tension over two sailors being thrown in a Mexican jail, and some “illegal” gun importation from Germany. The Mexican government subsequently apologized, but did not render honors to the US flag which Rear Admiral Henry T. Mayo, USN, senior officer present demanded as a further amend. The Admiral ordered Marines and sailors to attack. 


Major Butler was part of the Marine landing force attacking into the city of Vera Cruz and particularly around the area of the customs house (where the guns were). While the fighting was street to street and house to house, it was short lived as the Mexican forces where outgunned, outmanned, and out led.  Subsequently, there were nine MOH awarded for Marines and 46 to Navy personnel. During World War I Butler attempted to return his MOH, explaining he had done nothing to deserve it but it  was returned to him with orders (by the Department of the Navy) he would not only keep it, but also he would wear it.


Butler’s second MOH was earned . . . the hard way one year later. The place was the island nation of Haiti. The Marines had been landed to reestablish enough order to permit a new Haitian government to be reconstituted. Two Haitian Presidents had been murdered and their bodies mutilated within hours of one another by the Cacos (a particularly vicious brand of political bandits). 


Butler was ordered to take his company and capture or kill the leadership of the Cacos who had pulled back to the mountain fort of Fort Rivì̀ere. The fort was 200 feet square with 30-foot high walls. The Marines attacked the fort with Smedley Butler leading the way. When the attacking Marines got to the wall they found a sally port that had been bricked up. They began knocking down the bricks, and inside found a slippery masonry drain four feet high, three feet wide and about 20 feet long. At the end of the sally port were two Cacos with rifles taking pot shots at the Marines who continued, oblivious to the rifle fire, knocking down the wall. When the last brink fell a Sergeant Ross I. Iams, USMC spat out, “Oh hell, I’m going through.” He leapt up and along with Private Samuel Gross and Major Smedley Butler rushed into the sally port. The Cacos riflemen fired wildly down the narrow passage missing all three Marines. Once inside the fort the Caco guards at the sally port entrance were quickly killed. Once the rest of the Cacos, however, realized the integrity of the fort had been breached they charged the Marines. Approximately 70 bandits riotously rushed towards them. Covered by the three Marines fighting hand to hand at the tunnel mouth, the rest of the Marine company swarmed up the passage and into the fort where they met the charging bandits. In the wild donnybrook that followed the Haitians threw away their rifles and fought with machetes, sticks, and stones only to be shot or bayoneted by the Marines. Fifteen minutes of intense fighting elapsed and when it was over fifty Cacos lay dead and 20 more were lay wounded.


For their conspicuous heroism in the face of overwhelming odds Major Smedley D. Butler, USMC along with Sergeant Iams, USMC and Private Gross, USMC were awarded the MOH. It was Butler’s second Medal of Honor in nineteen months.
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Look Ahead:


May 3, 2009 at 1400 (2:00PM) to install the newly elected officers


September 19, 2009 at 0900 hrs 3rd Annual Poker Run for the Haley House
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